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A Message from our PTSA Co-Presidents

Dear Dickerson Families and Friends,

We just left a great year behind us and are welcoming another one. We had a very
successful toy drive for our neighbor school, Powers Ferry Elementary, at the end of last
year. The Dickerson “family” once again proved that our school is not just another building in
East Cobb. We thank all our parents for their generosity at a time of hardship for many.

We have great programs lined up for our students during the second half of the school year.
We also are in the process of putting together our volunteer list for next year. It is not
possible to accomplish our goals without your help and support.

We are so lucky and grateful that we are a part of such a wonderful “family” at Dickerson.

Charlie Brown & Arzu Ozyazgan
—We Promi sel

A Message from our Administration
January 2010

Dear Dickerson Community,

As we begin the year 2010, I would like to express gratitude to all of you for the many blessings and efforts you contribute
to Dickerson as a member of the school community.

First, thank you parents for all your hard work in the cafeteria, the media center, clubs, toy drives, band, orchestra, chorus,
front office, outside beautification, and ever so much more.

Secondly, thank you to our staff for providing quality education, maintaining a clean building, ensuring a friendly front
office, serving the best food in a school ever, and again so much more.

Finally and perhaps most importantly, thank you to our students. You are polite, respectful, and hard working. I appreciate
you so much.

It is the combined efforts on the part of all of the members of the Dickerson community that make our school a better
place. Your dedication is always obvious to all who work with you. The continuing interest in our school is greatly
appreciated. All benefit from the experience, commitment, and enthusiasm that our staff, students and volunteers provide.
All of you should be VERY proud.

I personally want to thank you for your outstanding efforts and service as a member of the Dickerson Community. Keep
up the stellar work and Happy New Year.

Sincerely,

Carole Brink
Principal
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14 Reflections Contest Council Winners to Compete for State

C TALENT AT DI |

-wide Honors

By Lisa Malice, Ph.D., Dickerson PTSA Reflections Chair

Dickerson has a reputation for student academic excellence, yet check a little closer and you will find that our
Dickerson students also excel in the arts. As proof, consider the results for the Eastern Cobb Council PTA (ECCC
PTA) Reflections Contest. The annual PTA arts contest is held at elementary, middle, and high schools across the
country every fall, and the two best entries from each grade level for six arts categories are forwarded to the local
PTA Council to compete against the art work of students from other schools (eight middle schools in the ECCC
PTA). Of the 25 Dickerson entries submitted to ECCC PTA for judging, an outstanding 14 (56%) won one of the
34 finalist spots. All told, Dickerson students won 41% of the top Reflections honors for middle school students in
East Cobb from among the 108 entries submitted. Three additional Dickerson students earned Honorable Mentions
(HM).

Judges evaluated each entry based on artistic merit (2
success was based on the student‘s | Bteaupgiktw®w&#s on of t
explored each morning with broadcasts of The Daily Reflection on Beadity the weeks leading up to the October 8
entry deadline. The daily videotaped announcement featured Dickerson staff with beauty-related quotes by famous
people from many walks of life. A related question challenged students to contemplate the deeper meanings of
beauty and consider impact of the beauty in their lives. For example, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt once said,
EASTERN COBB COUNTY COUNCIL PTA
2009-10 PTA REFLECTIONS CONTEST fThe future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of
HONOREES their dreamso
From Dickerson Middle School
DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY Students were asked to reflect on the question,
6" Grade Finalist Jennifer Reece
FILM/VIDEO PRODUCTION i What are your dreams Fe
6" Grade Finalist Cooper Driskell Where is the beauty?o
Finalist  Zachary Givarz All students whose work was submitted to Council as local

LITERATURE

6" Grade Finalist Rachel Jordan

7" Grade Finalist Christina Voss

8" Grade Finalist Megan Langley

MUSICAL COMPOSITION

6" Grade Finalist Aditya Krishnaswamy
Finalist Hideto Mori

7™ Grade Finalist Stephanie Niu
HM Yuke Yang

PHOTOGRAPHY

7™ Grade Finalist William Beverly

8" Grade Finalist Erin Davenport
HM Grant Hinton

VISUAL ARTS

6" Grade Finalist Vivian Yang

7™ Grade Finalist Yuke Yang

8™ Grade Finalist Leigh Davidson
HM Lauren Prunkl

school finalists are invited to a reception on Tuesday, January
26 from6:30-8: 30 pm at Wheel er
Council finalists have already been submitted to Georgia PTA
to compete for top honors state-wide. Dickerson students are
recognized at the state level nearly every year. The Special
Artists Photography entries by Miranda Grantham, Lindsey
Tosto, Taha Siddiqi, and Ameena Jackson have also been
submitted for judging at the state level. State-wide contest
results will be known before t
Reception, hosted at the High Museum of Art on Sunday,

March 21.
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Georgia PTA will select one regular entry from among all
category winners to compete f
honors from National PTA. Dickerson student, Kameel Mir,

travelled to St. Louis in July of 2007 to accept the award for
Outstanding Interpretation in Literature for an essay about

memories for the 2006-07 Reflections theme, My Favorite

Place. Regardless of how our students fare in the state

competitions, they are to be congratulated for the time, effort

and talent they have put into expressing the beauty of their

artistic talents. In that respect, they are already all winners.

or
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Legislative Update from the Georgia Capitol

Below are some of the bills that have been PREFILED for new
Legislation. These bills are proposed and need to go through
the legislative process.

CHILDREN 7 HB 884, Levitas 1 82. Aggravated child molestation
may be charged when the offense is
addition to the circumstances where a child is physically injured or

when sodomy is involved. - '
DRIVERS LICENSE 1 HB 875, Franklin 1 43. This bill repeals any requirement for a

driverds | icense based on the Magna Carta of 12
opposes this bill. PTA supports differentiated
that a tested driver, as validated by a driver

children and youth.

EDUCATION - SB 298, Seay 1 34. A firstaid component of the health and physical
education courses in any grades 8 -12 must include a unit on basic first aid with
opportunities for students to obtain basic first aid certification. Such certification must be a
requirement for high school graduation in 2014 and thereafter. PTA opposes this bill. PTA
believes that the Department of Education should develop curriculum.

HB 882, Jacobs 1 80. Bullying is defined to include any intentional written, verbal, or
physical act that physically harms another or damages property of another, substantially
interferes with a studentdés education, creates
environment, disrupts the orderly operation of a school, or through electronic means. The
local school board may transfer a student who bullies to another school, and the state
Department of Education must develop a model policy for local boards that already are
required to have a policy on bullying. PTA supports requirements to reduce and eliminate
bullying.

GOVERNANCE - HB 886, Levitas 1 82. The offense of sexual assault against persons in
custody is to include elementary or secondary students. PTA supports this bill.

HEALTH -HB 872, Franklin 1T 43. This bill repeals the need for mandatory vaccinations.

DICKERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
BUS DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY

The Bus Driver Appreciation Breakfast took place on Monday,
November 9th. Hosted by the Dickerson Middle School Hospitality "T i
Committee, over 31 bus drivers enjoyed a well-deserved delicious and .J *-ul
beautifully prepared breakfast buffet. We would like to thank our :
wonderful volunteers for their time and culinary skills in preparation for s
this greatly appreciated event: Val Duke, Kathy Hanks, Janet Hall,
Sheila Middendorf, Cindy Burstiner, Lorna Chastain, Cheryl Miller,
Lisa Enochs and Kira Davis Brennan.

On behalf of our hard-working bus drivers, Debbie Kuniansky and Stephanie Schwartz would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our Co-Chair, Jennifer Kenny and her husband, Josh
Kenny, for their generous donation. Each bus driver received a Dunkin' Donuts gift card and
candy, courtesy of the Kenny family.

~Debbie Kuniansky, Stephanie Schwartz and Jennifer Kenny
DMS Hospitality Co-Chairs
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Come one, come all! Our Friday Morning Study Skills Videos are the place to be!
Your child is invited to join us at the media center at 8:25 AM on the following dates:

January 8 Al mprove your Memory, | mprove you
Tips on how to improve your memory.

February 12 AThis Way to an AO
High School students give tips on studying, note taking, organizing your time and reading.

March 19 ATe-$aking without Fearo
Understand the causes and the solutions to overcome anxiety during testing.

Grade 8
Candace Pearce

| am sure you are aware that all 8" grade students will be
taking the Georgia State Writing Test on January 20,
2010. Language Arts teachers have been busy preparing
them for the test. When results are back in the spring, we
will share them with you.

At this midpoint of the year, | encourage your children to

take a look at their current academic standing. If you are all pleased with their current
grades and progress, support them to continue the good work. If not, work with your
son or daughter to alter grades prior to initial high school placement at the end of the
3" marking period in March. Contact teachers for input, and take advantage of extra
study sessions offered before school.

Please continue to check my counselor blog for important dates and information
pertaining to 8" grade. Registration for high school will begin in March.

Grade 7
Sally Millard

Some of our well organized 7" graders have volunteered to be Notebook Busters.
These students were trained in communication skills and are willing to come in early
(8:30) once or twice a month to help their fellow 7" grade students get organized. We
will offer this service on a first come, first serve basis. If your student needs assistance,
please contact Mrs. Millard.

The ITBS test scores will be available during conference week.
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Grade 6
Lynn Rosado

Our sixth graders are in the midst of their sixth grade experience. The beginning challenges of locker
combinations and class changes are giving way to study skills, realizing the value of organization, and
the ever present need to belong.

What concerns do | hear about most from students?

1. Organization. The mornings | realize that | don’t have time to walk the dog or | misplaced my keys
are tough because I'm getting off on the wrong foot. The same is true for our students. You can support
him or her by confirming before bedtime that the backpack is, in fact, packed and ready to go. Are there
papers to sign? Have your child return them to a safe spot in the backpack. When students get to
school, they hit the deck running. Let’s be sure they've had their Wheaties and are ready for action.

2. Study Skills: Middle school expectations are the natural progression from elementary school. But,
students who were successful in elementary school because of good memory may find that they are
facing a new challenge in middle school. Why? They haven’t had the opportunity to practice study skills.
| think the key word here is “skills”. Students often tell me they “study”. What do they mean by that? |
ask. Well, they read the material. Maybe twice. But you and | know that studying is different than
reading. For some of us it means flash cards, jotted notes, graphic organizers, drawing, discussion,
speaking into a recorder and playing that back, working with a partner, etc. It is a practiced skill.

3. Belonging: Everyone needs to know that they fit in. Somewhere. Clubs, sports, school or religious
groups, friends, family or neighbors: Any one of these (and plenty of others) can do the job. If your child
hasn’t found that spot yet, they may need your guidance.

OK. That’s it for now. | hope you’re enjoying the change of season. Thank you for sharing your children
with us. This is an excellent place to be!

Lynn Rosado

Presenting. . . Do you know what motivates your
From Parents Still Make the Difference

Is your preteen living up to his potential at school and at home? If not, don’t give up on him! You can
motivate him if you:

DO help him set attainable goals. Make sure they'’re clear, understandable and small.

Do find ways for him to explore his interests. Not sure what his interests are? Ask him!
Do praise him when he does well.  On the flip side, offer constructive criticism when he
stumbles.

Do be creative in getting him help . If he doesn’t do well with one-on-one tutoring, for instance,
maybe he’d blossom in a study group.
Do accept him for who he is.  Love your preteen unconditionally.

Be sure you:
Don’t set unreasonable expectations.
Don’t threaten your preteen or punish him when he fails to achieve
Don’t enforce rules that are too strict.
Don’t think you should ignore his achievements because achieving “is what he’s supposed to
do.”
Don'’t criticize him when he stumbles.
Don’t compare him to higher-achieving siblings or friends.

Source: Middle School Parents Still Make the Difference, November 2008 issue, copyright 2008 The
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A Note from the Band Directors

University of Georgia MidFest

The University of Georgia sponsors a Middle School Band Festival each
December for some of the top band students in the Southeastern United States. Students
are chosen by director nominations and are placed by ability level into eight different
bands. Each group prepares a concert in three days and performs the concert on the
last day. This festival is for 7th and 8th grade students who are excelling in band and
who are interested in furthering their experiences in rehearsing and performing music
with young musicians their age.

This year, our Symphonic Band performed a concert for the festival on Friday,
December 11. Dickerson was one of only five middle school guest bands that, along with
the University of Georgia Symphony Band, performed for over 1,000 middle school band
students and directors from bands across the Southeast. The students gave a
tremendous concert and represented our school and community well!

National Concert Band Festival

I n addition to preparing for UGAds Mi dFest
been practicing for our performance in Indianapolis, Indiana for National Concert Band
Festival sponsored by Music for All. Fewer than 10 middle school bands nationally have
ever been invited to participate in the National Concert Band Festival! Students have the
opportunity to participate in a master class with a noted professional performer on the
instrument they play and also have the opportunity to listen to other middle school and
high school bands, orchestras and percussion ensembles from all over the nation
perform. Ensembles will be evaluated in a norcompetitive environment, receive a
post-concert clinic, a student social and dance, opening session and Gala Awards
Banquet for the middle school participants.

The Dickerson Percussion Ensemble is the first Middle School Percussion
Ensemble to be invited to the Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival, also held in
Indianapolis in conjunction with the Music for All National Concert Band Festival! Both
groups will travel together to Indianapolis the first weekend in March.

District Honor Band

Congratulations to the following Dickerson Band students selected for the District 12
Honor and Clinic Bands:

Jaeseung Kim — Flute Ashley Grooms - Trumpet
Miyeon Bae — Flute Jake Hornberger - Oboe
Kelly Sun — Flute Jack Layman — Trumpet
Akash Doshi — Clarinet Chris Ebhogiaye — Alto Sax
Ashley Chang — Clarinet Mark Dagher — Bass Clarinet
Annie Lee — Clarinet Elizabeth Frickey - Clarinet

The Honor Band Weekend will be February 19 — 21 at Cooper Middle School!
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Dickerson Middle School PTSA would like
to thank the following families/

companies for their generous support of
our school PTSA functions:

Kenny Family

Papa John’s

Publix

Scholastic Books
Smoothie King
Specialized Printing
Vibe Entertainment

Career Day

The connections/P.E./health teachers are organizing a career day for eighth grade students. Exposure to
various careers will be beneficial for students when deciding on a career pathway as they enter high
school. Career day will give students an opportunity to learn what it takes to succeed in the real world
from people in the business community who are willing to share their knowledge with students. If you
can share how people skills, educational skills, on the job training, etc. played a part in your success,
please consider participating in career day. There is little or no preparation involved. It is just sharing
your knowledge, experience, and responding to questions from the students. Please complete the
information below only if you are interested in participating during career day and give to Mrs.

O Nei | I, Business and Computer Science Tea
Mrs. O'Neill ‘s mail box, FridayiFbbauhry i9th beteva@rsi2:1& to
2:30 p.m.

Student s Name:

(please print)

Name:

(please print)

Phone #:

Email address:

(please print)
Occupation and brief description :
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Family and Parent Development Committee

COME HEAR JEFF DESS' PRESENTATION

"PREVENTION STRATEGIES TO HELP PARENTS THROUGH THE RAP, ROCK, POP AND METAL
YEARS"

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8TH
9:10-11:05 IN THE CHORUS ROOM
NOTE: 2-HOUR PRESENTATION

Jeff Dess currently works with the Cobb County School system as a Prevention Specialist/Consultant
and has been an inspirational speaker for both young people and adults for over 25 years. He has
worked with adolescents in residential and psychiatric settings for many years and enjoys doing
numerous workshops for parents, students and educators. His straightforward, no-nonsense approach
has been well received over the years! In 2001, Jeff was awarded the honor of "Community Counselor
of the Year".

Jeff uses his love of music as a constructive tool to connect with youth and has inspired him to write his
book, "Turn Up the Music - Prevention Strategies to Help Parents through the Rap, Rock, Pop and
Metal Years". You won't want to miss what Jeff has to say about today's music and how it impacts our
kids today!

We hope to see you there!

The Parent & Family Development Committee

HEROS Club December 2009

Dickerson‘s recycling club is excited to anno

bags to our list of recycled items. Did you know that your used potato chip bag can be crafted
into pencil pouches, school folders or even gift wrap? Look for our yellow recycle bins in the
cafeteria and begin recycling more, today!

Our annual sneaker drive will be held during January 9" through the 22nd. Students will have
an opportunity to discard their old sneakers and put them to good use through the NIKE
recycle-a-sneaker program. We will also be giving sneakers to needy families. Look for our
collection bins at carpool drop off and in the school office.

Want to join the recycling club and help make our school a greener place? We meet on the first

and third Thursday of each month at 8: 15am.

|l tds good to be green!

Page 8 DMSTRIBUNE

C



& News from the Clinic

_Tis the season..for colds and flu. But
about them? Influenza (flu) is a serious illness and children who have the flu should always stay
home from school. Symptoms include: dry cough, fever (sometimes over 102 degrees), stufty
nose, chills, extreme tiredness, and body aches. Flu affects the nose, throat, and lungs and
students usually get sick very quickly. Nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea are not the main

symptoms of flu.

The flu can be passed from person to person starting one day before the person feels sick and
for approximately seven days after the symptoms start. The flu-causing virus is spread when a
person with the disease coughs, sneezes, or speaks and spreads the virus in the air. We can also
get the virus by touching a surface, such as a doorknob, that has the flu virus on it and then
touching the nose, mouth, or eyes.

Symptoms of a cold may include a stuffy or runny nose, sneezing, sore throat, and hacking
cough. Often, symptoms come on gradually. Although the common cold is usually not serious,
if symptoms are severe it may be a good idea to keep your student home to rest and get better,
rather than spread the cold to other students and staff at school.

If your child gets a fever or flu-like symptoms, it is important that he/she stays home, rests, and
drinks plenty of fluids. Parents should keep their sick children home from school until they
have been without fever (temperature under 100*F) for 24 hours to prevent the spread of any
illness. Please do not give children fever-reducing medication and send them to school. The
medication can wear off around lunchtime and fever and aches return because they are still sick.
Never give aspirin to children or teens who have fever and flu-like symptoms because this can
cause a rare, serious illness called Reye Syndrome. Contact your health care provider if
symptoms are severe or last longer than 7 days.

The best prevention of flu and other illnesses is thorough hand washing with soap and water.
Disinfecting frequently touched surfaces and other commonly shared items will help, too.
Remember to cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue and throw away used tissues. Teach
children to cough into their sleeve instead of their hand. Make sure family members and friends
do not share drinks, water bottles, or used eating utensils. Also make an effort to maintain good
general health by eating nutritious foods, drinking enough fluids, being physically active,
managing stress and getting plenty of sleep.

Please make sure that the school has your current home, cell, and work phone numbers in
case we need to call about your student. Remember that we are unable to place a
long-distance call from the clinic. Call your health care provider or the school nurse if
you have any additional questions.

Submitted by Anna Misdom RN
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i The annual Dickerson Toy Drive  for Powers Ferry Elementary school was a big
% success. We could not have done it without the outstanding support of everyone in the

& DMS community: students, parents, volunteers and DMS staff. Seventy five children from
% Powers Ferry were provided with large boxes brimming full of gifts. Iltems included toys,

& games, bikes and much needed clothing. The student representatives coordinating the

% collections in each classroom did a fantastic job and showed outstanding leadership. On
& _the day of the drive many students helped pack boxes, loaded the truck and assembled

& bicycles. They were hard workers and we are very proud of all of our students. Our parent
#&_Vvolunteers are the best around. A special thank you to everyone who came in during the
% week to assist in the homerooms and especially on Friday. We would not have been able
& to do it without you! Watching the boxes full of items arrive in the cafeteria was

% heartwarming. We would like to thank all of the families who participated in the drive. Your
& kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated. You have brightened the holidays of

% families in need!

2ry
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WALTON HIGH SCHOOL
PRE-RACE SILENT AUCTION

Enjoy an evening of drinks & hors d’oeuvres with the Cross Country (XC) & Track teams of Walton High
School as they host their annual Silent Auction on Friday, January 22, 2010 @ 7 p.m. at the Asheforde
Subdivision Clubhouse (lower Roswell Road). The cost is $10 per person and proceeds benefit the XC
& Track & Field programs at WHS. For more details, www.waltontfxc.com.

This event is for parents only!

WALTONHIGH SCHOOL5K RAIDERCHASE
& 1 MILEKIDSO UNRUN

Saturday, January 30, 2010
8:30 a.m.
Walton Track

Do you need to get off the couch and get some running done? Well....join the Cross Country (XC) &
Track teams of Walton High School for their 31 Annual Raider Chase 5K & 1 Mile Kids’ Fun Run.
EVERYONE is welcome to participate!

In addition, if you are a Walton High affiliate (student / parent — past/present/future, faculty or Walton
High athlete) you are also invited to compete against the XC & Track teams for prize money & trophy for
your team in the 1°" ANNUAL RAIDER CHASE CHALLENGE!

T-Shirts « Food ¢ Drink ¢ Music ¢« Awards
*** GEORGIA GRAND PRIX QUALIFIER ***

Pre-registration (before Jan 26)
$20/ 5K, $10 / Fun Run

Registration after Jan 26 & Race Day
$25 /5K, $10 / Fun Run

For more details:
www.waltontfxc.com
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Save These Dates!

Jan. 25-29 Conference Week

X Jan. Early Release 2:15pm
AN
. Jan. Nike Reuse-A-Shoe Drive
Leading the Way
. MLK Jr. Day - N hool
to Excellence an Ir. Day - No Schoo
Jan. PTSA Board Meeting at 9:30 am
D IC ker'so 4] M | d d I e S C hoo l PTS A Jan. 8th Grade Writing Assessment
The DMS Tribune is published six times each school year by the L. |SOTERIE O] (RRiEs 1ERSe71 U3
Dickerson Middle School PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Feb. PTSA Committee Reports due
Association). .
Feb. Presi de-mMbSciwol Day
The deadline for the March issue of the Tribune is Wednesday, : :
February 17th, 2009. Feb. PTSA Board Meeting at 9:30 am
The Tribune will be available on-line approximately two weeks kb, vl I ate deas i
after this deadline. For more information, please contact the Feb. PTA Day at the Capitol—Wear Red
Newsletter Editor listed in your Dickerson Middle School PTSA

Calendar. Feb. PTSA Committee Reports due to ECCC
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THE 2009 SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

The Media center staff and the PTSA would like to say THANK YOU to the Dickerson community for
making our first November Book Fair a GREAT success!!

A BIG, thank you goes to our dedicated volunteers who worked all
week setting up tables and bookcases, working the registers and
assisting parents and studen-
tell you enough how much we appreciate your valuable time and

ent husiasm in keeping things
done it without you! Also, thank you for your flexibility with our new,
full-day schedule. Some of you worked two shifts which really helped
us out!

eir favo

Another BIG thank you goes to our teachers, too, for using their
valuable classroom time to bring their kids to the Fair to shop! Thank you for your support!

Proceeds, which actually exceeded | ast January‘s Boo
Reader (AR) tests, new books and technology improvements.

THANK YOU AGAIN, DICKERSON FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE
SCHLOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!!

Dana Leafe & Katherine Inman — Media Center Staff
Laura Gosnell & Lane Holt — PTSA Book Fair Co-Chairs




