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A Message from our PTSA Co-Presidents

Dear Dickerson families and friends,

Fall is the colorful time of year when many of us will be sharing traditions with our family and
friends. It is also a time to reflect on the

Dickerson Middle School s dedicated and ca
Involved families
Community support for all our programs
Kind and generous PTSA donors
Earnest and hard working volunteers
Rip-roaring intramurals
School spirit
Outstanding students
Never ending commitment to excellence
Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with your family and friends and enjoy your many blessings.

Have a fantastic school year,
Charlie Brown & Arzu Ozyazgan
“We Promise”

A Message from our Administration %M

Dear Dickerson Community, Grade 7 Mathematics
. . Grade 8 Science  Grade 8 Mathematics
It is an honor for me to recognize our school as part of 5.4 g Reading Grade 8 Eiihth—Grade Writing Test

the State Superintende n(EAs!yo%l ma)Po* rr%ytndt kﬂo&&n 'f'sglgdg &cial%t&digslis evem

Award program. not counted in these awards as of dpte

These awards are designed to honor schools like ours 5, school received lovely certificates from
that have scored at the highest level of performance on Superintendent Cathy Cox as a small token of her

our state curriculum exams — the Criterion —Reference appreciation for all the hard work done by our parents,
Competency Tests, the End of Course Tests, and the  gia¢t and our students! Congratulations on these

state writing assessments. outstanding results and thank you for helping
. . . Dickerson lead the state and the nation in improving
Our school, Dickerson Middle School, received the student achievement. | am so proud to be your

following awards:

Distinguished Achievement Award:
Grade 6 Science Grade 6 Mathematics Sincerely,

Grade 6 Reading Grade 6 English-Language Arts Carole Brink, Principal
Grade 7 Science Grade 7 Reading '

principal.
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5 Online Courses Come to Middle Schoolers =
- GEORGIA :
g 2
g Imagine a world in which your middle school child could take courses %
g5 for school credit, onl i ne! ogl dn"t
5 VlPrTU[O-I *SChOO| used for curriculum acceleration (if your child needs more chaIIenges), %
5 — = for credit recovery (if your child needs to retake a course in which he %
g or she was previously unsuccessful), or as an alternative to the %
% traditional music, art, FACS, and business electives? Well, imagine no more, because that world is here. %
2 The Georgia Virtual School (GAVS) division of the Georgia Department of Education, which began as a system 5
5 to offer online, for-credit courses to high school youths, has expanded its offerings to meet the demands of middle %
school students. Historically, GAVS students have scored higher on state-mandated EOCTs (end-of-course tests) %
E than their brick-and-mortar counterparts, and this high-quality education is now available to middle school %
g students, who can access GAVS courses from any internet-connected computer 24 hours a day, seven days a %
= week. =
@ Because the courses are administered by the Georgia Department of Education, they follow Georgia Performance %
g Standards and are taught by highly-qualified certified teachers. Courses are nine weeks in length to coincide with %
5 the typical middle-school quarters, are preceded by an orientation that familiarizes the student with the online %
€ platform, and carry a tuition fee of $150 for each quarter-unit course. Students can take courses in health care 5
@ science or career management (electives), math, science, language arts, Spanish, or French. %
5 A . . . . . 2
5 Since different students log into GAVS courses at different times of the day and work at different pace, GAVS %
e teachers can communicate and work with students one-on-one. There actually IS someone on the other end of the S
5 computer. However, students also get to know each other via online discussion boards and weekly live classroom %
2 5 chats. %
2 Every public middle school or school system in Georgia has a facilitator who acts a liaison between the student =
and his or her brick-and-mor t ar school and ensures that a student®"s

5 his/her school in a timely manner.
5 . . . . . . .
% To view the GAVS course catalog, go to https://registration.gavirtualschool.org/registration/courselist.aspx.

5 For general information about GAVS Middle School, go to http://www.gavirtualschool.org/MiddleSchool/
g tabid/398/Default.aspx.

5 Registration is now open for the two spring quarters (i.e., the third and fourth quarters) of the current academic

gyear To register for a GAVS course, go to http://www.gavirtualschool.org/Default.aspx?tabid=326. Students will
need their GTID (Georgia Testing Identifier) numbers to create a GAVS account. If you do not know it, contact
your school counselor.

E If you have questions about GAVS, feel free to contact any of the support team members listed at the bottom of
E the GAVS Support Team page, http://www.gavirtualschool.org/Home/GAVirtualSchoolSupportTeam/tabid/157/

Default.aspx.
g Submitted by Michellelutchinson <greenhutch@earthlink.net>

{00 0 g B B g g A g W g g W W W g g W Wy gy g g i

DICKERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
BUS DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY~MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9th

2
DMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM&@

Bus Driver Appreciation Day is a great day for us to say "thank
you" to our bus drivers. They work hard every day at keeping
our children safe. Please take time to do something special for
your bus driver, such as kind words of appreciation, a special
treat, or a homemade card. Thank you!

Zml/

The Hospitality Committee
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*** Dondét f or get -far-a-dagaithd State Capitol *** h e m
See the last Tribune for the information and application. Turn applications it ‘Q
the front office.

State Board of Education, SBOE, Rulemaking
by Sally FitzGerald

After every legislative session, Laws passed may have to be addressed by a state agency for implementation. The agency develops
Rules to implement the new laws. Once adopted, the rule must be observed as if it were law. The agency also may issue Guidance to
further explain the rule. Local school boards, LBOEs, adopt Policy to further define the structure of implementation and provide
Procedures for additional clarity. In short, the law is not the last word on any issue.
State agencies and local governing entities such as boards of education are required to follow the Open Meetings and Open Records
laws. In short, a rule or policy is written and introduced to the appropriate board in one meeting and cannot be adopted until a second
meeting at | east 30 days after a public hearing. and hPecei nfr odu
dures do not have to be adopted by the governing boards.
Rules adopted and proposed by the SBOE are available on the SBOE web site, www.doe.k12.ga.us or www.gadoe.org under the SBOE
button on the top bar.
This report reflects what the SBOE has looked at since the 2009 session.
Rule # Title
160-4-9-.04 Charter Schools Adopted June 2009
Adds language to define the SBOE relationship with the Charter School Commission, and any different requirements or charter
school applicants than those required for an LBOE charter, Career Academy, or state chartered special school.
160-5-1-.07 Student Data Collection Adopted August 2009
Requires the printing of the Georgia Testing Identifier, GTID, on student report cards beginning the 2010-11 school year. It also
contains Adequate Yearly Progress, AYP, certification requirements.
160-4-2-.09 Gover nor 6 s Ho rdoptes AuBust 2099r a m
Amended to permit home schoolers to be considered for the program.
160-4-2-.16 Scheduling for Instruction Initiation August 2009
This rule is recommended for repeal. The major points are to be added to Rules 160-5-1-.01 School Year and 160-5-1-. 02 School
Day for Students. These changes were necessary to accommodate the law which allowed schools to have less than 180 days as long
as the time for days reduced was added to the remainder of the days in the annual schedule.
160-5-1-.01 School Year Initiation August 2009
The law now allows school districts to reduce the number of physical days in a school year to less than 180, as long as the
equivalent amount of instructional time is acquired in the remaining days. Teachers will continue to work 190 days.
160-5-1-.02 School Day for Students Initiation August 2009
The law now allows school districts to reduce the number of school days for students to less than 180 as long as the equivalent
amount of instructional time is acquired in the retnimi ping
many areas.
160-5-1-.31 Georgia Special Needs Scholarship Program Initiation August 2009
After one year of operation using only the processes defined in the original law passed in 2008, the Department of Education is
defining them in a rule reflecting areas which need further definition.
160-5-2-.05 Experience for Salary Purposes Initiation August 2009
New law provided for new math and science teachers to get additional salary. Teachers with leadership certificates will not be paid
for that additional degree unless they are in positions of leadership. This rule is updated for those purposes.
160-4-2-.31 Hospital/Homebound Instruction Initiation September 2009
The current version is to be repealed.
160-4-2-.31 Hospital/Homebound Services Initiation September 2009
The replacement bill will greatly expand the services defined for these students who for health reasons must be absent from school
for more than 10 consecutive days.
160-5-1-.19 Competitive Interscholastic Activities in Grades 6 through 8 Initiation September 2009
Recommended for repeal. Requirements being added to 160-5-1-.18.
160-5-1-.18 Competitive Interscholastic Activities in Grades 6 through 12 Initiation September 2009
This rule will now contain the rules for eligibility in competitive interscholastic activities for both high school and middle schools.
160-5-1-.33 Investing in Education Excellence (IE2); Local Education Agency Contracts for Flexibility and Accountability
Initiation September 2009
The rule will now contain more specific processes for those school districts which desire to enter into an IE2 contract with the state
which relieves them of many of the laws and rules of running a school district in exchange for student achievement goals.

Sally FitzGerald, Education Policy, GPTA sallyfitz@bellsouth.net everychild.onevoice
www.georgiapta.org Capitol Watch
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7th grade Language Arts

Part of the joy of publishing something of which you are proud is to have a real audience! Each of Mrs.
Johnson's 7th grade Language Arts classes published a spiral bound collection of prose featuring
original cover art and personal narratives. These collections now reside in doctor's offices around the
metropolitan area. Thanks to Dr. Kiely, Dr. Thirumalai and Speech Therapist Terri Cohen for hosting
our compilations!

Rebecca Johnson - Language Arts 8D1

Dickerson Middle School

éé. . Counseerors C

All students are invited to join the Friday Morning Study Skills Movie at 8:25 in the Media Center. A
description of this activity was sent home with first quarter report cards. Please check our Counseling
Blog (right hand side under pages) on the Dickerson website for details or http://dmscc.typepad.com/
counselors corner/study-skills-morning-movies.html

November 13 ANot Enough Ti mebo
Assists students in balancing school, social and personal responsibilities effectively.

December 11 AThis is a Test only a Testo
Explains the most effective ways to approach common formats of tests such as multiple choice,
matching, essay, short answer and standardized tests.

January 8 il mprove your Memory, | mprove your Gradeso
Gives tips on how to improve your memory.

February 12 AThis Way to an A0
High School students give tips on studying, note taking, organizing your time and reading.

March 19 ATe$aking without Fearo
Understand the causes and the solutions to overcome anxiety during testing.

Grade 80 Candace Pearce

Dr. Pearce is completing classroom visits to present the Career Cruising Program to students. Every 8"
grader sets up an online portfolio to begin collecting information through high school about careers,
schools, volunteer work, extra curricular activities etc. Ask your son or daughter to show you his or her
portfolio (passwords were written in the front page of the agenda).

The deadline for Cobb County magnet program applications is Friday, December 4, 2009 (exception: the
Performing Arts program is due to the Dickerson Counseling Office November 10). Information and
applications are available on the Counseling blog under the 8" grade section for Dr. Pearce.

Registration for high school will take place in March. For those planning ahead, the Walton high school
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16 at 7:00 at Walton.

Please continue to check the blog for dates and important information as we enter the second half of 8™
grade.

Grade 78 Sally Millard

Mrs. Millard is in the process of training the Notebook Buster helpers. These students will be able to
assist fellow 7" grade students with organizing and cleaning out notebooks. This activity will be offered
twice a month from 8:30 to 9:00 in Room 7A5. The students needing assistance should stop by and see
Mrs. Millard to make arrangements for help.

Grade 68 Lynn Rosado

Kelly Cook and Lynn Rosado continue to support student achievement through the small group focus

iSchool Success: Getting Organizedo. Students have or
backpacks, practiced working with their agendas to hone time management skills, and today they

established long and short term goals.

Happy aut umn! Hope youdre enjoying the brisk weather!
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+# 6t h Grade
¥ Honor Roll

i Ali Amirfazli
Y Caitlynn Baldwin
¥ Bethany Chou

i Rachel Cornell
4 Megan Ellingwood
Y Emma Ensley

¥ Jason Fan

i John Farley

s Henry Flego

S Autumn Gabe

* Joey Goodman
I

4 Courtney Greene
% Kaitlyn Holtzclaw
¥ Heather Hufnagel
i Kevin Irani

4 Val Italo

% Nitish Jindal

¥ Jenna Kahn

i Caroline Kester

& Suji Kim

# Aditya Krishnaswamy
*  Lois Lee

i Will Leiper

A Avi Lyons

“ Erika Mast

i Erin McBride
¥ Amanda Miller

Y Robert Moore

¥ Abhita Moorthy
I .

¢ John Mori

¥ Natalie Murphey
¥  Thomas Newsome
i Matthew O'Brien
4 Sean Ozyazgan
¥ Tamrin Port

¥ Clark Price

i Alexander Roegge
¥  Matt Segler

i Isabelle Snider

4 Grace St. Urbain
¥ Caneel Van Nostrand
¥ Leanne Villanueva
i Weston Wadsworth
& Max Waldner
# Miah Walker
*

Janet . Wang, «
P rCarlnerQ] Cl FWi%yl 0SS
Megan Williams

Sunwoo Yim

7t h Grade
Honor Roll

Celine Arpornsuksant
Joseph Atkins
Daniel Belcher
David Bostater
Avery Bussjager
Ashley Byrd
Tyler Chartash
Thanya Chat
Baijiang Chen
Peyton Cohen
Heather Davis
Sabina Deovic
Jaden Freeze
Elizabeth Frickey
Alyssa Goble
Maria Granros
Kathryn Gregory
Reese Guthrie
Richard Hall
Virginia Hellmann
Devyn Hickox
Griffin Ingraham
Rashika Jaipuriar
Chris Jensen
Divya Lagisetti
Kendall Lake
Jack Layman
James Marchionni
Patrick McDonald
Navid Mikailizadeh
Stephanie Niu
Kristen O'Brien
Elizabeth Osman
Matthew Perry
Nicholas Pollack
Jillian Radcliffe
Masoud Rezvani
Peyton Ryan
Cara Seckman
Julia Silverman
Shulammite Son

Benjamin Tanous
Austin Wang
Lexie Wolff
Margaret Woodruff
Yuke . Yang

P ButarReC | Pefbidi
Raymond Zhang
8t h Grade
Honor Roll
Ryan Allcorn
Brendon Ashby
Miyeon Bae
Natalie Bauer
Katelyn Beauchamp
Sarah Blanchard
Elyse Bryman
Meaghan Butler
Andrew Cheng
Yeseul Cho
Jake Cook
Katie Dozier
Stephanie Dubrof
Jad Elkhalil
James Farley
Matthew Flynn
Jacqueline Marie Gardner
Leah Givarz
Austin Goyer
Ashley Grooms
Chloe Heavey
Kalli Hicks
Amanda Joffe
Thomas Kelley
Alysa Land
Katie Larkin
Natalie Lawson
Hyo Jeong Lee
Gina McLoughlin
Peyton Melcher
Qian Meng
Rachel Middendorf
Savannah Newsome
Katie Nissley
Edward Park
Sungjoon Park
Ramin Parsa
Madie Paulk

2009 DMS 1st Qtr Honor Roll
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£2009 DMS 1st Qtr Honor Roll

¥ Malindie _ . Dayidson
§8th Gr ade PrSAmnCID%zlLor%S
iHonor Roll Continued Viha Desai
* ean Piper Sydney Dorawa
James Dornbush
% Lauren Prunkl ;
It _ i Cooper Driskell
Ind Leigh Purinton Dallas Duke
A Aish Rameshkumar Patrick Farle
4 Sam Rapowitz ; Y
Matthew Fibus
i Lucy Sanders Jazzy Fisher
Ansley Schoen i
b
4 Raman Shrestha sam F!sher
“ Meredith Singer Dylan e
ind : 9 Madeline Freiman
Caitlyn Smith ; i
e Olvia Song Nick Froemming
Y _ Machaela Galiano
i Hailey Tant Babak Gholami
Tori Walker i
& _ Logan Griffin
Katherine Wang ;
* i Penny Grigor
s Jennifer Watson ichol I
* Vea Vi Nicholas Ha
* crristing han Stewart Hanks
Il isti g9 Sarah Heiniger
Y Jake Hendon
i Michael Hengerer
n Catalina Herrera Matiz
% 6th Grade Dickerson Bailey Honig
i Abie Hood
Il Honor Roll Sara Howard
Alexi Hud
* Kylie Andrews ex_|s . _son
* Zenia Irani
i \CJZOSIthua ﬁztarlta Dong Yoon Jang
3 Colten er Paola Jareno
3 Olivia Baggett Shannon Jean
# Autumn Bailey Rachel Jordan
# Taylor Barry Lynsey Joy
i Stephanie Birnbaum Rory Joy
4 Caroline Bonds Emily Justice
i Brian Boven Heajin Kang
Ind Suzanne Bugbee Riley Kerber
% Charlie Burstiner Kallie Kibler
i Elgna Buter Julie Kim
x |\D/||cbhaelh Euflet: Anil Kotte
4 Debora ale Chet Lagod
e Gabrlelle . Coh_en Peiji Liang
i Jessie Marie  Collier Elaine Liu
Il Ethan COOk_ Jason Lovell
% Quinn Cunningham Noah Machesky
i Aiden Dalton Stella Martin
% Brooke Daniels Madeline McClish
*

Alex
Savannah
Michael
Millar
Lindsey
Maria

Ben

Ergin
Lalin

Dam

Jack

Mia
Carson
Matthew
Neil
Allison
Sophia
Casey
Jamie
Addie
Bridget
Jennifer
Shrish
Stephanie
Ben
Shelby
Jack
Kathryn
Aleksandra
Abigail
Alexandra
Maartje
Grace
Vince
Michelle
Vivian
Andrew
Constanza

McCracken
Meaux
Miller
Morgan
Neel
Newsome
Nissenbaum
Ozyazgan
Ozyazgan
Pak
Peterson
Reilly
Roberts
Rosseland
Rossman
Rzucidlo
Shiti
Schultz
Schwartz
Searcy
Seery
Simon
Singh
Sison
Spencer
Squire
Surry
Sweeden
Szumow
Turner
Valley
Van den Bosch
Vookles
Watkins
Watson
Yang
Yowell
Zambrano

7th Grade Dickerson

Honor Roll

Natalie
Jessica
Matthew
Arden
Polina

Anderson
Arnold
Azar
Baila
Baktina
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4 *
2009 DMS 1st Qtr Honor Roll x
4 *
% 7th Grade Dickerson Alya Kraar Tanner Britan x
Rachel Kubiak will Brock

iHOﬂOI" Roll (Contd) Lucas Manzo Allison Brodsky i
% . Amy Margolin Christian Brown *
¥rJake Burstein lan McAulay Sara Kathryn ~ Brown *
YrAmanda Carlson Mark McClish Alexa Bruce i

Cosmos Cha Michael McLoughlin ~ Alex Buter *
#Dom Chaloeisak Stephen Missailidis Davis Carbo *
¥rDaniel Chao- Robert Morgan Rebecca Carswell *
¥ Grace Chapin Ramya Natarajan Honey Chawla i

Maxime Chatillon David Park Lihui Chen +*
JrGreen Choi Annie Pham Sarah Cover Y
vrLouisa Chu Zettler Quinn Mark Dagher *
¥ Diana Colen Nathan Raczkowski  Erin Davenport i
4 Candace Condon Drew Romich Claire Davis g
#rJessica Cramer Luke Ronchetti Sarah Delong *
iSaran Dann_al Tennant Ross Jackson Donnell i
%Isabelle Depriest Daniel ROSSI Kelly Donoghue e
4Sam Dratch Harrison Rubin Robert Dornbush ¥
Yrlan Dyer Skyler Ruff Ben Dratch *
“rAnsley Emmenegger  cayman Seagraves ~ Emily Duke i

Crews Enoch Manon Semrau Lexy Ellingwood %\gﬁv
#rJoshua Finglass Jared Simmons Sam Faynziloerg *
“Ryan Fosha Isabella Simon Zack Flagel *
FrLily Francis Ayoung Song Megan Forlini i

Zach Getty Madeline Stafford Ryan Frazier #
#Kalie Grantham Reagan Stancil Braxton Friday *r
iVIVIan Greene Ryan Tennant Aaron Garfinkel i
%’Rebecca Grggnhouse Jordan Titshaw Patricia Gaskins 4
gANNa Griffith Suzanne Turry Megan George *
#rAihui Guo Christina Voss Connor Gerrits *
iLee Hara!ab|d|s Jake Weiss Jennifer Gopel i

Sara Hardin Sarah Williford David Gu *
4-Jonathan He Claudia Wittich So-Yun Han ¥
%Wi"i{im Hennessy Sydney Wolcott Channing Hans *
¥ Jessica Hewing Victor Zhang Ashley Helms i

Matthew Hills Steven Hendry #
4Sarah Hudadoff Grant Hinton ¥
¥rJames Huiner 8th Grade Dickerson wiliam Holt I
¥rSean Im I Jake Hornberger i

Kavian Jalili Honor Ro Jordan Houser 2
“-Abdallah Kanawati Sahar Asady Ivy Hsu e
FKirti Karunakaran ) Taylor Hughes *
*Mary Elizabeth Kilpatrick Darien Aunapu Alexander Hunt *
*gaHeon Kim Hollace Bain ) *
%S | Alex Bassett Daniel Jacobs *
4Lindsey Kirk : Sepeideh Jahangard *
“rTommy Kollias Julie Bea Ethan Jen *
i Jee-So0 Koo ;A:Cdr'lz(:n sntmger Alan Johnson i
¥ y orders n
kb A A bbb bbb o bbb bbb bbb bbb dddbbhdddddbbbbdi
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2009 DMsS 1 H Roll X
* st Qfr Honor Ro *
I I
i M Mathi J li Sh i i
egan athis acqueline emaria
i 8th Grade Dickerson Collin McAlpine Nicholas Sposito i
+ Honor Roll (Contd) Victoria McBrayer Sydney Squire "
¥ Alexandra McCarthy Haley Stancil Y
% Jordyn Jones Patrick McCarthy Kennedy Standish *
i Eaura Jordan Caroline McCracken Anna Taute i
& yan Kelly Peyton Melcher Alexis Taylor n
& Shari Khademi Joseph Milley Nitant Trivedi #
# Emily Kirsche Krista Moase Adam Turry g
i Carley Kleban Stephen Montague Cara Vick i
& Katie Klopp Ajit Morar Ashley Vonder Meulen 4
% Jetta Koves Amit Morar Henry Wadsworth ¥
i Sya”k EW‘ZI( Artem Novikov Sophia Watkins i
o CrooKe andon Ryan Padawer Jane Watts il
& Erica Langhorne Kush Patel Katie Weinstein *
% Pedrum Lavassani Joshua Peretz Maddie Wellstead *
i itephen Lee Liz Rainey Natalie Whitcomb i
& shton Lightfoot Brianna Rinaldi Olivia Whitmire n
& Sam Logun Sabrina Russell Nicholas Wolcott #
# Caty Loomis Aaron Rzucidlo Scott Wolpert g
i Charles Lu Ashley Sharp Stephanie Yoon i
2 Morgan Maloof Michael Sheehan Sharlene Zarrabi *
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gaJ:J:u:uwJ:u:uwJ:J:u:uwJ:u:u:J:J:u:u:J:J:J:u:u:uuauunnuuunnuuuuuuuaau
& The following students will be in the District 12 Honor Choruses for 7th &

% 8th grade:

J3 The concert will be at the First United Methodist of Symrna on November 6, 2009. We are very
43 proud of our Dickerson Chorus students.

g Taylor Gregory Christian Brown Samie Williams Lauren Hinson Kijah Roundtree
g Madison Hoadley Sophie Morgan Virginia Wyckoff Brittany Wroble Laila Treadwell
g Amber Osborn Sabby Amini Kush Shankar Kayla Johnson Amanda Carlson
& Jim Huiner Will Mast Reid Jenkins Sydney Kim Georgia Norman
g Hunter Niemeier Kristi Cook Mallory Booker

)

JJ The following students participated in the first audition for All State Chorus at Woodland HS in
) Cartersville, GA this past Saturday. Those that make the cut off will have one more audition
Jy before the All State Weekend in February. We will keep you posted on those that pass the

JJ second audition. Congratulations on your hard work.

RB Bruns Grace Chapin Jim Huiner Reid Jenkins Sydney Kim

Virginia Wyckoff

vl b v bvbe b b D v bv pe Ev B D D v fe Ee D Do Do [ v e fw D Do L B

)
7]
L7l
L7l
g Will Mast Georgia Norman Leora San Miguel Sydney Wolcott Brittany Wroble
)
7]
r )

BB RRBRRRRRRRRARAARREEZZERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIE
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successfully passed the dist@tatalaudition. They will m&
on to the final audition in January.

Honey Chawla Leigh Davidson Ivy Hsu Ethan Jen Megan Mathis
Joon Park Aish Rameshkumar Manon Semrau Ayong Song Sujay Sreenivasan
Anna Taute Tori Walker Yuke Yang

CONGRATULATIONS H.E.R.O.E.S!!

Dickersonés very own H.E.R.O.E.S. achieved'padem hi ghest

Keep Georgia Beauti f ulWes t200p0p9 eAdn naulal tAvea rodtsh.er school s
_ state wide in the category of Waste Reduction and Recycling in

A_ﬂ order to bring this award back to our school!

| cannot say this enough i Way To Go Students! You deserve our
highest respect and admiration for all the planning, hard work and
devotion you showed last year. Another special and well deserved
thanks goes out to our teacher liaison Mrs. April Lockhart for her
unselfish acts of leadership throughout these past two years! Keep
up the great work!!

M Parents you should be extremely proud of your children. They have
proven themselves time and time again and this award speaks
volumes on what they can accomplish!

The award will be presented at the Awards Luncheon, November 5™ at Emory University.
Todd Niemeier, Barbara Misel and Dickersonds PTSA

RED RIBBON WEEK

Red Ribbon Week is a national drug prevention program held every
October. The program encourages students to participate in
community anti-drug events and to pledge to live a drug-free life. In
honor of Red Ribbon Week the Dickerson Drama Club worked with
the Red Ribbon committee, Ms. Jennifer Attard and Principal Carole
Brink to bring daily anti-drug related presentations to the morning
broadcast. DMS students participated in a Red Ribbon week quiz that
was held in the atrium and wore red on  Friday to promote a drug
free life.

Special thanks to the drama club and to Frank Malice (film editor/producer) for making such a positive
impact on Red Ribbon week.

Drama club members:

Rachel Boyle Tori Sumrall Kayla Johnson Kalli Hicks Alexandra Valley
Devyn Hickox Nimit Trivedi Quinn Boyle RB Burns Jake Herndon
Eli Fernandez Maddie Elliott Lauren Hinson Kristen Rary Jackson Moody
Abbey Williams  Jason Lovell Erin Donoghue Gabrielle Cohen  Hursh Jha
Hunter Niemeier  Jessica VonderMeulen Caneel Van Nostrano
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Community Outreach Updates

The coat and sweater drive was a big success. We donated 80 pieces of clean, warm, winter clothing to
the students at Powers Ferry Elementary. They really appreciated our donations and they asked us to send
the students of Dickerson a big "thank you." Mr. O'Brien won the fourth annual pie-eating contest benefiting
Rally Foundation. Our student participant came in a close second ! Mr. Foti collected the most money this
year. He raised over 100 dollars. We donated 475.00 to the Rally Foundation which they will use to
research cures for childhood cancer. The first week of November is dedicated to our Halloween Candy
drive. This year we are dividing the candy between the Marines serving in Afghanistan and MUST ministry.
Itis a great way to get rid of your extra candy and help out the community.

Annual Toy Drive

The annual DMS "Wishes" Toy/Gift Drive for Powers Ferry Elementary is
December 4 -11th. During these difficult economic times, please remember

the families at PFES who need our help. We received some touching "thank
you" letters from the families last year. They will be read in the classrooms
during the drive. Again this year, we will have student representatives in

each classroom promoting the drive. We will need parent volunteers for

the mornings of the drive to assist as well. If you are interested in volun-

teering, please email Michele Brodsky at allidavmar@yahoo.com . Look for the "Wish Lists"
to come home with your DMS student on Friday, December 4th on bright blue paper! The

staff at Powers Ferry works with each of their families to obtain the items on the lists. We

are looking forward to a successful 2009 "Wishes" campaign.

Scoliosis Screening for all Sixth & Eighth grade students

Scoliosis Screening will take place on November 17th & 18th this year during school hours. The screening is for
6™ and 8™ grade students only. We will be sending home an informational letter in the next few weeks with those
students. If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Maureen McLaughlin at
(Maureen.mclaughlin@cobbk12.0rg).

Be sure to visit our blog, http://dmscc.typepad.com/pe/, for any important Physical Education news!
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Career Day

The connections/P.E./health teachers are organizing a career day for eighth grade students. Exposure to
various careers will be beneficial for students when deciding on a career pathway as they enter high
school. Career day will give students an opportunity to learn what it takes to succeed in the real world
from people in the business community who are willing to share their knowledge with students. If you
can share how people skills, educational skills, on the job training, etc. played a part in your success,
please consider participating in career day. There is little or no preparation involved. It is just sharing
your knowledge, experience, and responding to questions from the students. Please complete the
information below only if you are interested in participating during career day and give to Mrs.

O“ Nei | I, Business and Computer Science Tea
Mr s . O“"Neill s mail box, i f that i s Feidag i er
February 5th between 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Student“s Name:

(please print)
Name:

(please print)
Phone #:
Email address:

(please print)
Occupation and brief description :

é WANTED

Students interested in excellence  in:
Reading Comprehension
Critical Thinking and

Writing

What: D M 'S dunior Great Books Reading Club
Why: 1.) fud &8s

2.) It makes you smarter/

3.) You get to read great literature!

4. ) Th éoodé d s
When: January and February, 2010

Once a week for 6 weeks: 8:00 -8:50 a.m.
Where: Dickerson Middle School
Cost:  $20, includes text and materials (breakfast separate)
How: For more information and a registration form , go to

www.dickersonptsa.org
Registration begins in November.
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Family and Parent Development Committee

Friday November 6th
11:15-12:15in the chorus room

"Cyber Bullying: Bullying in the Digital Age"

Dr. Patti Agatston has been quoted in The Washington Post, Time Magazine, and Good
Housekeeping on expertise in this area. She is with the Cobb County Office of Prevention/
Intervention. We are so fortunate to have her share her knowledge and expertise on this very
relevant topic. Please attend and look forward to an informative and interactive presentation.
Bring your questions, thoughts, and concerns.

REFLECTIONS PROVIDES SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS
WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE TECHNOLOGY AND BEAUTY

By Lisa Malice, Ph.D., Reflections Chair

For Virginia Pinegar, the annual P T A thiRkeRéflectonstisa ons Cont e
wonder f ul progr am. I took part every year when | was i
As the teacher for Dickerson's students with moderately impaired disabilities (MolD, also referred to as "special

needs"), Pinegar works with middle school-aged children who have physical and mental disabilities that limit

their participation in regular classrooms, and she likes that fact that her students are encouraged to participate in

Refl ections. “lt's a very simple competition that prov
that more Special Education teachers were aware that t
Georgia PTA leaders recognized the difficulties that many special needs students have in working independently as
required by National PTA"s Reflections Contest rul es,
students a separate competition of there own. The competition includes entries in the categories of photography,

= visual arts, and literature. al

Pinegar and her staff, Linda Harpe and Tyrone Peavy,
assisted their students, Lindsey Tosto, Taha Siddiqi,
and Ameena Jackson in taking photographs of things
around the school that they found beautiful. Another stu-
dent, Miranda Grantham, took her photograph inde-
pendently after Pinegar taught her how to use the camera.
“Most of the students t 0% cvel oail bhot os.
looked through them, picked the ones we thought were the best, and then asked the
students which one they wanted to enter.

Pinegar sees a number of positive outcomes for her students with their participation in
the Reflections contest, “lt is good exposu
not have had opportunities in the past to use other kinds of technology. | think it's also
good for the rest of the school to see that my class can participate in competitions and
activities just like they can. By having my students enter Reflections, | hope to show
others that they are capable of participating, though they may need different supports than other students. | also
hope to provide the students with opportunities they m
The Reflections program has been a positive source of
that their children enter an art contest, and many parents have gotten extremely emotional because their children
may not have ever won anything before or even entered

All Special Needs entries move to council and Georgia PTA for competition with other special needs students.

Pinegar recalled | ast year“"s Georgia PTA recevd¢i on, “T
honors last year. All of my students were recognized at the reception. It was a lot of fun to see my students so

dressed up and to see them and their parents so excite
look for an update in March as they venture to the High Museum of Art for the Georgia PTA Reflections reception

on Sunday, March 21!

(Top) Taha Siddiqgi shares off his Reflections photo with his mother, Raheela, during the Reflections rgception.
(Right) Ameena Jackson shows off her photo of a beautiful red flower and a ribbon for arts achievement..
(Bottom) Miranda -Goant &AinmbldikeaNh@abhSeatt ed el |b
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STUDENT REFLECTIONS OF BEAUTY GIVE JOY & INSPIRE HOPE

Best

Wor ks

to Compete for Top Honors from Among

By Lisa Malice, Ph.D., PTSA Reflections Chair

2009 - 10
REFLECTIONS HONORS

MUSICAL COMPOSITON

1st Placed John Mori

2nd Placed Yuke Yang

3d Placed Stephanie Niu
Honorable MentiahAditya

Krishnaswamy
LITERATURE
1st Placed Rachel Jordan
2nd Placed Megan Langley

JdPlace (TIE)

Hannah Patterson Stephanie Dubrof
Honorable MentiahAmit MorarShrish
Singh, Martin Middleton

FILM & VIDEO » =

-
1st Place- Zachary Givarz &

1st Place- Cooper Driskell

DANCE

Ist Placed Jennifer Reece

PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place 8 Alexandra Valley
2nd Placed Grant Hinton

3dPlaced Erin Davenport
Honorable MentiahLucy Sanders
Honorable MentiahWilliam Beverly

VISUAL ARTS
1st Placed Yuke Yang
2nd Placed Michael Hengere
3dPlaced Vivian Yang

»*%

Honorable MentiahLeigh Davidson

Throughout the ages, beauty has been a subject contemplated by the

artist and the astronomer, by the musician and the mathematician, by the

politician, the poet and the philosopher, by the essayist and the engineer.

Poet Edna St . ViBeaatginwhatddér givesjyy. wr ot e, “
Anne Frank, whose famous diary unveiled the terrors of hiding from the

Nazi SS squads dur ilngdowodrtl dt hwanrk lolf, aw
misery, but of all the beauty that still remain%

In truth, everyone has their own personal concept of what beauty is.

This truth was the inspiration for th
“Beauty is..” The annual arts competition s
through its Il ocal PTA units across th

the opportunity to express their own artistic interpretation of the student
-inspired theme through dance, film, literature, musical composition,
visual arts, and photography.

School Staff Challenge Students to Learn About Beauty in
Everyday Life

Morning broadcasts of The Daily Reflection on Beauity the weeks
leading up to the October 8 entry deadline encouraged all students to
contemplate the deeper meanings of the Reflections theme. The daily
videotaped announcement featured Dickerson staff with beauty-related
quotes from famous people from many walks of life. A related question
challenged students to consider the meaning of the quote in their lives.
With Anne Frank“s quote, Wben
ti mes are tough for you, h@w

exampl e,
coul d An

Two teachers put their own creative spin into their performances.
Chorus teacher, Paige Dobbins, improvised a somber tune to sing her
quote and question from Anne Frank, while 7" grade Language Arts
teacher, Lori Holloway, recited her quote from jazz great, Doc Childre,
with a decidedly jazzy ddaldence.
Reflectoowas a really great way to
Hol Il oway. “1 think many of us
but for some of us, it might be hard to put into words. | thought each
reflection shed a different |
demonstrates to our students t
there truly is no right or wrong answer. It's simply left up to an
individual S interpretation.
beholder, " comes to mind, and
beauti ful in each of wus.”

“ pe
begin e
have ou

on

g
h wh e

Q=
— —+

' The phr
I belie
Morning Art Exhibition & Reception Delights Al

The contest culminated on October 22 at a morning reception in the
Dickerson Media Center with an exhibition of the works of the 70
student artists and presentation of awards for outstanding artistic
expression. Over 100 parents, students, and school staff joined in the
food and fun, finding joy in t
students.

he crea

Continued on page 14...
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Gina Mast, whose 6th grade daughter, Erika, submitted a literature entry on softball, noted, “ | m so gl ad | was
attend the exhibition and reception, and | was so proud for my daughter to be a part of such a creative, talented group of

children. We have some amazingly gifted children at Dickerson. | was blown away by the artwork, musical

compositions, etc. Very inspiring! Even though my daughte
submit an entry."”

Top Honors Awarded for Excellence in Artistic Expression

The job of a judge is not an easy one, often requiring a good deal of time, even for categories with a limited number of
entries. Kris Roberson spent an average of an hour listening to and critically evaluating each of the seven musical
compositions entered by Dickerson students. Both Photography Judge Kristen White and Music Judge Kris Roberson
took time to write constructive and encouraging comments about each of the works in their category. fiThere was a lot of
musical beauty in this Reflections competition thisyear, dtisd A Each student submitted some
considering. Ultimately, the young composer who won (John Mori) took the musical elements available to him and
weaved his piano composition perfectly around his artisti
beautiful river, and | pretty much just wanted to stay thefae'Reflections Committee extends its sincere appreciation
to our judges for their hard work and inspiration to our students.
Students recognized for excellence in artistic expression school-wide are noted
in the box on previous page (Cooper Driskell was named co-winner of the
Film/Video Production category after the reception when it was discovered that
he was erroneously disqualified from being considered for top honors).
However, the top two entries from each grade level (a total of 26 entries) will
be sent to the Eastern Cobb County Council PTA to compete against the top
two winners from the 36 elementary, middle and high schools in the council.
Council winners will be announced at an evening reception January 26.
. » Dickerson“s talented students have tradi
= students from East Cobb, Georgia, even nationally. The last Dickerson student

Lindsey Tosto and her mother, Laurie,|enjojo take top honors nationally was Kameel Mir, who wrote an essay about her
the Reflections Reception on October 2. memories for the 2006-07 Reflections theme, My Favorite PlaceDickerson
students are recognized at the state level nearly every year.

Thanks to Volunteers

Great accomplishments are impossible without the dedicated teamwork of students and their families, school staff, and
the community, there a number of people whose help was in
everyone, so lots of thanks are in order. A big thank you to seventh grader Frank Malice, who directed and videotaped
the Daily Reflection spots, and Walton Freshman Olivia Malice, who edited the footage. Frank also spent his early
release day helping to set up the exhibition of artwork for the reception. A very special thanks also goes to Barbara
Humphreys and the student broadcast crew, along with the many teachers and staff who accepted the challenge to appear
in the Daily Reflections. Thank you to the many PTSA volunteers who helped set up, serve, and clean up after the
reception. Thanks also to Laura Gosnell (PTSA VP) and our entire executive committee for their support of new ideas in
promoting the Reflections Program. Sincere appreciation to all our judges, as well as, Reflections committee member,
Cynthia Semrau, for all their hard work. As always, nothing would be possible without the support of our wonderful
teachers, front office staff and administration, especially Principal Carole Brink, Secretary Rita Janik, and Clerk Ivy Foo.
Most importantly, thank you to all the students who participated and their families for their support of their students
efforts.

Reflecting on the Future of the Arts

Creative self-expression may not be a curriculum standard, but it is an important function in the human brain and human
experience, which is why the Reflections program and other extracurricular activities that promote creativity, such as the
school play, Odyssey of the Mind, student newspaper, and the Art Club, are so important. As Visual Arts Judge, Joan

Wi cker, not es, “lt is so important to revive the artistic
artistic endeavors enrich the creative, right side of the brain. This side of the brain allows people to see beauty where

others cannot, what hasbdtewenen etfteg rleala t @s "a.s” t Wiec k srp ac@n tiin
brain brings peace, happiness, and beauty. It also shines a creative light on problems to allow us to find brilliant,

beautiful solutions we might never otherwise see.”

Like Ann Frank and her positive outlook on life, Eleanor Roosevelt sought to encourage others during one of the most

di fficult and uncertain times in our nation"s history, “T
dreams.” In deed, as our nation continues to struggle wit

and their volunteers strive to encourage children and their families to see the beauty that exists around them, as well as
inspire beauty in their dreams.
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Leading the Way

to Excellence
Nov. 18 Progress Report Distribution

Nov. 12 7th & 8th Grade Chorus Concert

Nov. 16 6th,7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Concert
Nov, 17, 18 Scoliosis Testing for 6th & 8th Grade
Nov. 17 PTSA Board Meeting at 9:30 am

Dickerson Middle School PTSA [ AR

The DMS Tribune is published six times each school year by the [aeaai SIS AT
Dickerson Middle School PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Dec. 8 All Band Concert
Association).

Dec. 9 Tribune Deadline for Jan/Feb Issue
The deadline for the Nov/Dec issue of the Tribune is
Wednesday, December 9th, 2009. Dec. 10 8th Grade Chorus Concert
The Tribune will be available on-line approximately two weeks Dec. 135 AN e G W e
after this deadline. For more information, please contact the Dec 21-Jan School CLOSED for Winter
Newsletter Editor listed in your Dickerson Middle School PTSA Wikij! Holidays

Calendar.

THE 2009 SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS COMING
NOVEMBER 6-13™!l!

NOTE NEW DATES AND TIMES!!

Stop by and shop for the latest kids, teen
- adult bestsellers at the Scholastic Book F
- And just in time for holiday shopping, too!

. DATES: Friday, November"6d Friday,
. November, 13

- HOURS: 8:15 a.m4:30 p.m.

- Location: Dickerson Media Center

We do not plan on being open during January
Conference Week so do your shopping for your
favorite books now!

We 6| | sele you t

her e



