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Dear Dickerson Middle School Family,

Let me introduce you to our NEW PTSA Co-President, Arzu Ozyazgan . She became an official
executive officer on Tuesday, September 29, 2009 at our morning committee chair meeting. Arzu is a wife
and the mother of triplets in the sixth grade. She has many years of experience with the PTA and is
delightful.

Arzu comes to us from Sope Creek Elementary, where she was the committee chair person for
Octoberfest for five years. As part of her committee, she managed a large budget and many volunteers.
Although this is her first year at Dickerson, she hit the ground running by becoming our Public Relations
chair person, and she also volunteers in the front office. Please join me in giving a big Dickerson Middle
School Junior Raider welcome to Arzu Ozyazgan. Charlie Brown, Co-President DMS PTSA

A Message from our PTSA Co -Presidents

We hope you and your family have enjoyed settling Another important aspect of the PTSA is parent

into the new school year. We have had the opportunipjunteers. Many of you have signed up to volunteer

to welcome a good number of new families to DMS,and we appreciate your help however we still need

and have enjoyed meeting many returning parents. many more volunteers. We are in serious need of

Many of you also attended meet & greet, openhouse Wor ker Beeso, this is a
and have enjoyed not only meeting teachers, but alsamily members who sign up to provide food, shacks,
getting an insight i nt oorgrioks for egehta Byenovdihgtheselitems we cano m
environment and routines. keep cost low and spend PTSA funds to support

A successful school year for each student will depeqograms for our students. To be placed on the list

on a successful partnership between parents and thglease email laneholt@yahoo.com

PTSA. One of our goals is to support programs whidiWe appreciate our teachers, support staff,

facilitate and enhance this very important working administration and most importantly our students.
relationshipWe depend strongly on parents to suppditheir commitment to excellence keeps Dickerson

our efforts and one easy way to do thatis byusing Mi ddl e School at the top
your Publix commitment card each and every time ysamething to be very proud of.

shop at any Publi>§. We h_ave FREE k_eychain cards j;ve a fantastic school year,
the f_ront_ offlce_so just swing by and pick one up.  ~harlie Brown & Arzu Ozyazgan
Publix gives Dickerson PTSA a percentage of everys \we  Pr omi s e o
dollar you or your family members spend.

A Message from our Administration

Dear Dickerson Community, public-spirited role at the time of a crisis. We teach our
students so much with such simple but important
gestures of donating crayons. We help build character
graits such as compassion and altruism.

| want to express my appreciation to you and
especially our very thoughtful students for the
assistance provided during the recent crisis in whic
Cobb County School District students and residentsYour kind help during these difficult times will be
were impacted by severe weather conditions. long remembered by the Cobb County School District
and especially those darling elementary students who

Everyone | talked to has praised the prompt way in
4 P prorp’ way now have a new box of crayons.

which the Dickerson community provided crayons,
white boards, dry erase markers and other school Sincerely,
supplies to Clarksdale Elementary School. It is not

surprising, but is very pleasing to see the DickersonCarole Brink,
Community once again take such an active and Principal
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The Counseling Department is in full swing again this year. Newcomer Groups were held for students
new to Dickerson for all three grade levels. Additional small groups are offered on a variety of topics.

The PTSA sponsored a wonderful Newcomers Breakfast for students and parents September 30. A
special thanks to Suzi Goodman and her volunteers for organizing this special event.

Each year we collaborate with PTSA to develop a speakers program for parents. The sessions this year
will include; Music and Youth Culture, Alcohol and Todays Teens, Cybersafety, and Healthy Choices
about Sex. Watch the Tribune and the Counseling blog for dates and times.

We ask that you check the Counseling Website and our individual grade level blogs for important
communications throughout the year. All three of us look forward to working with you and your children.

Grade 8 Candace Pearce

The first parent meeting regarding Walton High School was held October 1 at Dickerson.
Representatives from Walton presented valuable information for parents as their students move through
grade 8 in preparation for next year. The students will hear the same information from Walton staff
during a school day session.

In addition to attending Walton, Cobb students have the option to apply to magnet programs. Please see
my blog for descriptions and open house dates. The application deadline for all programs (with the
exception of the Performing Arts program) is Friday, December 4, 2009.

| will begin visiting science classrooms to conduct lessons on Career Planning. Every 8" grade student
will set up a portfolio that can be accessed over the internet from home and school. Each year, students
will be able to add information to the portfolio regarding careers, schools, volunteer work, extra curricular
activities, etc. to assist with high school and post secondary planning. Ask your son or daughter to share
this excellent site with you. Students will be asked to write passwords in the front of their agendas.

Grade 7 Sally Millard

Our seventh grade students just finished eight days of testing. Both the lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS -

an achievement test) and the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT - a mental abilities test) are nationally

nor med. That means that your childbs progress can be
who are the same age. A score listed as a national percentile ranking of 50 is considered average.

These results will probably be distributed during winter conference time in January.

| plan to start the training for my helping groups of New Crew and Notebook Busters. The groups
training will be held during the academic day. All 7" grade students had an opportunity to volunteer for
these peer helping groups during my recent classroom visit. New Crew Helpers will assist in the
transition of new students just moving into the Dickerson school district. Notebook Buster Helpers will
aid fellow students in organizational skills. The Notebook Buster program will begin after the first quarter.

Grade 6 Lynn Rosado

| do believe our sixth graders are getting settled! The challenges of middle school are sinking in, and
this is not an easy transition. Youdbdd be very proud of

In that light, please remind your children that they are welcome to meet with me at any time. Peer
pressure, locker frustration, friendship issues, and a perception of overwhelming work - things that keep
our children from having the best school day possible - can often be smoothed or reduced with a bit of
one on one time with someone who is there to listen and help them look at their stress from a different
perspective.

Kelly Cook, our intern, and | are enjoying every day with our students. And please remember, | am only
a phone call away. 770.578.2713 x231.
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Community Outreach Updates

A big thanks to everyone that donated sweaters, jackets and coats to Powers Ferry
Elementary School. The school and the students really appreciated your efforts.

4th Annual Pie - Eating Contest will be October 16th. The voting will
begin October 12th with the students picking their favorite teachers with
their spare change. The money collected with go to the Rally Foundation
so they can continue their childhood cancer research.

Halloween Candy Donation - November 2nd. Back by popular demand - recycle your
Halloween candy. The candy will be divided between the marines serving in
Afghanistan and the cancer centers.

Hearing and Vision Screening for all Seventh grade students

Hearing and Vision screening will take place on October 7th, 9th and 23rd. All students in sevepth
grade will be tested. Please remind your child to bring his/her glasses to school on that day. If Jou
would like to volunteer to help during the testing or have any questions please contact Sophie Mookerji
at sophie.mookerji@gmail.com
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JJ Fall Eling 2009

J: 6th Grade Dance i Wednesday, October 14 ™
4:30 1 5:45pm

7" Grade Dance i Wednesday, October 28 ™
u 4:30 7 5:45pm

J:Donﬁt Miss DJb6s and Dancers from Vi BE&
J’ Join your friends and classmates in the DMS Cafeteria for an awesome time.

—
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nment!

J: Admission is $4 or FREE with your student PTA Card.

Bring Extra $$% foré.
Pizza - $1.50

Soda - $.50

Smoothie King Smoothies - $3.00

J: Candy - $.50

u Parents, pick up at 5:45 in the back parking lot.
(You must come in and sign your child out if he/she
J: Is leaving before 5:45)

JJ
WINNININIINIINNIININNIININNIEIIRINIENN

DMSTRIBUNE Page3




Children Home Alone

Now that your child is in middle school, will your child be among those who are home alone
before and/or after school for the first time? Some states regulate the age at which children
may be left alone; most do not. If your child demonstrates responsible behavior, sound
judgment and sufficient maturity to handle this new responsibility, involve him or her in setting
up the procedures to follow. A well developed plan will actually enhance self-esteem as
children recognize that parents trust them enough to leave them alone.

Be sure your child knows his or her for mal name,
names, exact names of workplaces, work, cell, or pager numbers.

Print out a phone list of the above information, in case a child gets bewildered during an
emergency, plus phone numbers for nearby relatives, friends or neighbors, police, fire and
ambulance, and other emergency information. Put the list in several locations within your
home.

Decide whether and where your child will carry a key. If a
garage door keypad can be used, it may be easier. Have
a back-up plan in case electricity goes out. If using a key,
it is wise to leave an extra one with a trusted neighbor.

Set up a system for your child to check in with a parent after
getting in the house safely. N\

Establish rules for whether or not your child may leave the
house, have friends over to play, cook food, operate /
appliances, watch television, use the computer. ' -

Discuss how to handle incoming phone calls. Using caller ID or voice mail to screen the calls
will be helpful and protect your child from disclosing to a stranger that no adults are home. If
not avail abl e, teach your child to tell call ers
rather than that you are not there.

Agree that your child will not open the door for anyone except a trusted family friend or relative
whom he or she feels comfortable being alone with and whose visit has been pre-approved
by a parent.

Set up a plan B. What should your child do if he or she has an unexpected early dismissal,
misses the bus or misplaces the key? Enlist the cooperation of a trusted neighbor or friend
who is generally home after school and agrees to be a safety net for your child if needed.

Clarify how time alone will be spent. Are there chores to be finished? Should homework be
completed? How will internet safety be maintained? What television channels may be
watched?

A daily schedule of homework, chores, and activities for your child to follow will be quite
helpful.

Review safety and fire prevention issues: how to deal with a minor cut or bruise, a power
failure, plumbing problem or severe weather. Be available to provide help and reassurance,
for you are still in charge, even if it is from a distance.

"This article has been submitted by Maren Vick our Legislative Chair courtesy of Carebridge."
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Family and Parent Development Committee

Hello parents,

We are very excited about the program for this year. We have some wonderful speakers lined up for your
enjoyment and enrichment. It is our hope that you will find the programs helpful to you in your challenging role as
a middle school parent.

The First Lunch and Learn is October 9, 11:1%:15 in the Chorus Room:
"Keeping Real --Truths and Important Information About Alcohol”
We are pleased to present Amy Head, MSW, LCSW

Amy is a Program Specialist with the Grant to Reduce Alcohol Abuse through the Prevention/Intervention
Department of the Cobb County Schools. Amy is also in private practice here in East Cobb where she works with
children, teens and families around issues such as grief and loss, school, behavior, siblings, ADD/ADHD and
selfesteem. Amy is also an ACE Certified Fitness Instructor.

Katie LovePride, MSW, LMSW

Katie is a Program Specialist with the Grant to Reduce Alcohol Abuse through the Prevention/Intervention
Department of the Cobb County Schools. Katie's previous experience includes working as a CPS Investigator for
Fulton County DFCS and as a social worker with adolescents in foster care.

Diane Wilkes, M. Ed., School Counseling

Diane is a Program Specialist with the Grant to Reduce Alcohol Abuse through the Prevention/Intervention
Department of the Cobb County Schools. Diane served as School Counselor at Lassiter High School here in
Marietta. Diane has also worked as a Parent Aid for Transitional Family Services Mental Health Agency in the
metro Atlanta area.

Amy hopes for this to be an interactive Lunch and Learn. So please come with lots of questions and issues for
discussion.

STUDENTS! Is learning about Government your thing?

If it is, then you might like to spend the day at the State Capitol as
Pagefor-a-Day (blank form on next pageYou will get to see
firsthand how Georgia makes the laws. As a Page you will be
running notes to our Georgia Senators and Legislators.
Il f you would |i ke to be chosen
to your cap, o0 then fill in
front office by November 30 Students need to be 12 years and
older as of 11-2010 to participate and will be notified by
December 1%

The specific day you will be a Page will be known closer to the

date but will be in February. That day will be an official excused
absence from school, and any missed school work will need to be completed as required
by your teachers.
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'@ Dickerson Middle School PTSA

855 Woodlawn Drive, Marietta, Georgia 30068

Page-for-a-Day Application
Student Information

Student Name: Grade:
Age:

Pod:

Answer these questions:

Are your grades all A’s and B's?

Do you have excellent behavior?

Have you missed more than 5 days of school in the current and last semesters?

In a few sentences describe which branch of government you feel is the most important and why:

Describe: What is Leadership?

Any Additional Comments:

Teacher Recommendation

{ confirm that this student shows an interest in government and will benefit from participating in this field trip and will
represent our school appropriately.

Teacher Signature Date

Signature Agreement

By signing this form, you confirm that you will make up any missed school work and will abide by the Page-for a-Day
rules as described by the Senate office stich as work hours, and dress code. Also, that you may need fo arrive to
school early before school hours and be picked up late from school if returning after school hours.

Student Signature Date

Parent or Guardian Signature Date

Sponsored by the Legisiative Committee
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EAST COBBER PARADE

The East Cobber parade was a huge success! The weather was picture perfect and our school was
proudly displayed. The Dickerson Staff looked positively radiant as they were driven in antigue Model A
cars through the lines of people cheering them on as they represented our wonderful school. Hope you
were there to be a part of it!!!

Walton Symphony Orchestra Performance

Walton SymE)hony Orchestra under the directorship of Dr Perry Holbrook will be performing on
October 12 ™, 7.30 PM, at the Walton High School Auditorium . The Walton Orchestra has
performed all over the world and has achieved many honors and awards. It would be a privilege for
these talented and dedicated musicians to have students from our feeder schools at this one hour
FREE performance. Please come and listen to what Walton High School has to offer your future
music student. The program is as follows:

October 12 ™ 7.30 PM Concert - Walton Symphony Orchestra
Full Orchestra Concert (strings, winds, brass, percussion) performing

Marche Slav by Tchaikovsky
Carmen by Bizet

Medley of 4 Pieces by Duke Ellington
Sing, Sing, Sing by Benny Goodman

We look forward to seeing you. http://www.waltonorchestra.org/directors.htm
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