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A Message from our PTSA President

Welcome to the 2009010 school year. Your PTSAisharddur t he me WEPROMISE®@ar i s 0
at work making sure that this year is a FANTASTIC year § To touch every student by working hard to continue in

for the students, teachers, and parents. We have great their school of Excellence and providing kind support
programs and events planned for our students, and we hope when they are in need mentally, physically and

to make communicating and interacting with your school emotionally.

and child easy and rewarding. § To touch every parent by keeping them informed of the

Please visit our NEW website frequently,
www.dickersonptsa.org. We will have current PTSA
information for you as well as links to various events,

community and state.
8§ To touch the community by providing help when our

e-blast registration, forms and more. We now offer the community is in need and working with the community
Tribune online only. This allows DMS to go green and for the good of our students.

redirect those funds spent on the Tribune to valuable ~ 3  T0 touch the administration, staff and teachers by
programs for your students. showing them we care and support them for providing a

quality education to our students.
We would like you to feel free to contact us at any time. §  To follow the National PTA theme which medasgery
You may also contact our FANTASTIC Executive Board: child, One Voice
Secretary, Denise Azar; Treasurer, Virginia Gregory;
Co-Vice Presidents, Laura Gosnell and Debra Tant; and WE PROMISE
Parliamentarian, Sallie Winokur. Charlie Brown

A Message from our Administration

Dear Dickerson Community, complete list of our clubs/activities. Also, be sure to listen to

) o ) the morning announcements to find thieens, whats and
This year for our administrative welcome back letter, we owsof all the clubs.

decided to direct and dedicate the first letter to our ) ) ) )
students!!! Would you please read the welcome letter wifiddle school is a time of change. The workload and social

your student? Thanks so much! adjustments are greater here than at the elementary level.

The Dickerson Administrative Team Because you are older, it makes sense that your parents and
teachers will expect more from you: maintain regular

Dear Students, attendance, complete all assignments, and behave fittingly.

First, all of your administrators and teachers want to thanklso be sure to read blogs, announcements, etc., and listen

you and share our appreciation of your excellent behavioe ar ef ul 'y t o your teachers

on the first day of school. We have never had sucha  want you to miss imp(_)rtant informatiqn that you may need
positive day. You all greeted us with smiles and good  to be successful or miss an opportunity to participate.
mornings. All day you enjoyed getting to know your new e are so proud of each of you as you are ALL individuals
teachers and new fnends. Thgrefore, our fII‘.St letter of thegg very unique. We value you and wish you great luck in
2009/2010 school year is dedicated and written to you!! your first year, your second year, or your last year at

We hope either your last year, your last two years or thatDickerson Middle School. We hope this year will be your
your three years with us will be educationally advantageduest successful and fun year ever!

for you. We also want you to know that this year we have

thirty three clubs and activities with over ten of them beingordially,

new this year. We hope something looks intriguing to youCarole Brink  Michael Stokes Dorothy Miley

and you will choose to participate! Tricia Alford

Visit http://www.cobbk12.org/dickerson/clubs.htoysee a

things that boost their stu

an


http://www.cobbk12.org/dickerson/clubs.htm

New Staff i# Welcome!

Please join us in welcoming Kristen Crain _and

Connie Kirshner__to our staff at Dickerson. They are our
newest additions to the Special Education Department. Look
for more information on them in a future Tribune.
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Dickerson Middle School Implements
New Grade & Attendance Software

Monday, August 10, 2009, teachers began using a new software
application, Pinnacle , to record student grades and attendance.

==
Pinnacle Internet Viewer (PIV) will replace i-Parent for internet access
to student grades and attendance. PIV will be available beginning

\j“ : r
Monday, August 24, 2009. Access PIV from the CCSD website at:

http://www.cobbk12.org .

New PIV users are required to present proper ID and sign a CCSD PIV User
Agreement to obtain a user ID and password. This must be done in person at the
school.
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Please contact Gail Thomas, 770 -578- 2710 x 247 to schedule an appointment to obtain
your user ID and password.
2

For those who have a child at Walton, this is a different system than what Walton
uses. You will need to register for PIV at Dickerson Middle School.

s
Word on the Hall

3 e 2 e 5 3 5 0 3 5 3 35 55 50 %

Be a part of Dickersonos stud
We need reporters, photographers, editors, and layout crey
continue publishing
East Cobbdés finest mid)} hool p a
TheWord on the Hall is YOUR newspaperY OUR voice in —
the school é. confpllet ely written by

It's NOT too late to get involved!Please join us if you would like to "try this out."
We will meetevery Tuesday morniriproughout the school year.
Go to the DMS PTSA website and visit the DMS STUDENT NEWSPAPER
webpage to view and print out a student permission slip.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Renee Lake ( 770 5790302 ) orralake@yahoo.com
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Grade 8 Candace Pearce

Welcome to Grade 8! The year will
focus on preparation for high school.
Here are two important facts to be
aware of:

Grades will help determine placement
in courses when we register for high
school in the spring; and

Students must pass the reading and
math portions of the CRCT along
with their academic classes in order
to be promoted to 9" grade.

Please be sure to read the Tribune and
my Counselor Blog for important
updates throughout the year. In
addition, | use e-blast to communicate
with you. If you have not signed up for
this valuable service, please consider
doing so.

Walton representatives will address a
parents-only meeting in the Dickerson
Theater on Thursday, October 1, 2009
at 6:30 PM regarding high school. Dr.
Spencer Gelernter will also speak to
parents that evening about the
transition between middle and high
school. | hope that you are able to
attend.

| look forward to working with you and
your sons and daughters this year.

Grade 7 Sally Millard

| am very excited about moving up with
our seventh graders. They are a
wonderful group of students. | have
visited every classroom to re-introduce

Counsesreger or s

C

myself and the guidance program. All
the students were given the opportunity
to sign up for various groups that will
be offered through out the school year.

September 9" through September 18",
all seventh grade students will take the
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) and
the lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) in
the morning until 11:15. If possible,
please avoid planning trips and
appointments during this time frame.

The easiest way to reach me is through
my email which is
sally.millard@cobbk12.org or you may
call me at 770-578-2713 x233.

Thank youl!

Grade 6 Lynn Rosado
Locker combinations are memorized,
dexterous fingers have the pattern set
for a quick book swap, and changing
classes is not so hard after all! Ah,
sixth grade!

Kelly Cook, our intern from Mercer
University in Atlanta, and | are visiting
each classroom to talk about the role of
the counselor in the middle school
setting. Of utmost importance is the
understanding of confidentiality and its
limits. Next up: Dickerson is No Bully!

| hope your children are enjoying the
adventure. | know | am! Remember, my
job at Dickerson is to be sure that your
child has the best school day possible.
| am only a phone call away.
770.578.2713 x231.
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE - The key to success

Why ités: :important

a) Academics | f a student isndédt in school, he/she wildl mi s s
learning.

b) Responsibility- Just as we as adults have jobs and responsi bil

attend school (on time) and put forth their best effort in school.
b) Itisthe law- Compulsory School Attendance Laswt udent 6 s bet ween the ages of 6
according to state law.

~ Exceptions: ‘ 2 l_], I U\
When personally ill and attendance in school would endanger o |—1
their health or the health of others. T &‘

When there is a serious illness or death in the immediate family. A /_\ H
On special and recognized religious holidays observed by their === \
faith. il \ ﬂ‘ l T “

When mandated by order of governmental agencies.

Cobb County Attendance Policy:
(Provisions below apply for absences during the current school year; excessive absences, or a
pattern of absences, may result in consideration of the previous school year as well).
Five AbsencesThe teacher will contact the parent or guardian.
Ten Absences (Excusedr Unexcused): A letter will be sent from a school administrator to
the parent or guardian regarding attendar®ehool staff may consult with the School Social
Worker to determine if a referral is warranted at this time.
*Please note the county policy outlines that@tr more absencélse school administrator and/or school social
wor ker may require a doctords statement verifying il]l
http://www.cobbk12.org/centraloffice/adminrules/J_Rules/Rule%20JE.htm
Fifteen Absences:A referral will be made to the School Social Workérf t he student s attenda
improve with the teacher and/or administrators intervention, the school social worker will work to alleviate
situations that have led to the excessive absences. This may involve a referral to Juvenile Court.
What to do if your child has to miss school
a) If your child misses school because of illness, the parent/guardian mustwetidraexcuseupon the
student 6s ridatpoonencalltismot suffidient tolexcuse an absence. The school must have the
excuse in writing). The student must submit the note to his/her homeroom teacher upon his/her return to
school. The student is responsible for getting and turning in all work missed while absent.

b)l f your child has been to the doctor, pl ease ask th
has been under doctordéds care and submit that note al
childbés absence as fnexcused by a doctoro.

**|f your child has routine appointments (ie. dental check up, orthodontist, physical exam etc), please try to have
the child attend school during the time when he/ she is not at the appointment. When possible, schedule the
appointment early in the morning and then bring your child to school after the appointment, or try to schedule the
appointment late in the day and check your child out early (if necessary). There is usually no need for a child to
miss a full day of school for a routine appointment.

**|f your child is traveling out of state and will not be able to attend school for a minimum of ten school days,
pl ease inform his/ her teachers and call the school 6s p

We know that it is important to you that your child obtains the best education that is possible in order to

have the best chance at a successful future. I nvest i
time each and every day.

This information has been compiled by your School Social Worker, Cobb County School District
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Environmental Committee o HEROES!

The H.E.R.O.E.S environmental club will be holdin G
its first meeting Thursday, September 3rd at 8:15 in '
Lockhartdos classroom. We
school year and implementing some great programs t
help our environment. Meetings will be held the first
Thursday of each mont h.
about!

Community Outreach Updates

Thanks to our enthusiastic students, parents and staff, we will be continuing our broadly

focused community outreach programs. Our programs provide assistance in many areas;

Locally, coats for our sister scho®lpwers Ferry ElementariRegionally, Halloween candy f
the cancer centers; Nationallyesearch money raised from y@ating; andVorldwide - some
of the Halloween candy goes to our soldiers serving in Irag and Afghanistan. Please w
our updates. When our students participate in these projects, they make the world a be
place.

Back by popular demand-ourth Annual Pieeating Contest October 6th. This is a student
driven Community Service Club project. Our students have successfull

DI

ch for
er

y

raised $1,000 each year for the Rally Foundation. The Rally Foundatiof do-

nates the money foediatric medical researct\e are thankful for the
Dickerson teachers that come out and compete in this project. Our stud
love it!

Too much Halloween candy ? Once again, we will collect Halloween ¢ardyeek following
Halloween November 26th. The candy will be divided between the cancer centers and t
our military serving in other countries. We had great participation last year and we hope
collect just as much this year.

Gently used coats will be collected for @ister school , Powers Ferry Element&spty
your closets and keep other children warm. Watch ydiagts for the dates. Coming soon.

lents

we can

Lunch Note
’X W
Just a quick remind@rFast Food isot allowedin the e =

Dickerson lunchroom. Please send in a healthy lunch from
home if your student is not buying his lunch.

Thank you for your cooperation!
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Welcome to PTA if you have not been a member and welcome back if you have been a
member!

The Dickerson PTA would like you to be an ACTIVE member of the PTA. The financial support really helps, but

it is the personal, handm participation that makes it all work. Please find any way to help; nothing is too small to

help your childds school . Every little bit of personal
for everyone.

Below are the National Standards for PTA. If you have some ideas about how we can improve on what we are
already doing we would love to hear about it.

Hereb6s what we advocate for and stand for:

Standard 1: Welcoming all families into the school comm@nEamilies are active participants in the life of the

school, and feel welcomed, valued, and connected to each other, to school staff, and to what students are learning
and doing in class.

Standard 2: Communicating effectivdlyf-amilies and school staff engage in regular, meaningful communication
about student learning.

Standard 3: Supporting student sucéebsa mi | i es and school staff continuousl:
learning and healthy development both at home and at school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

Standard 4: Speaking up for every chil&tamilies are empowered to be advocates for their own and other
children, to ensure that students are treated fairly and have access to learning opportunities that will support their
success.

Standard 5: Sharing powefamilies and school staff are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together inform, influence, and create policies, practices, and programs.

Standard 6: Collaborating with commurdityframilies and school staff collaborate with community members to
connect students, families, and staff to expanded learning opportunities, community services, and civic
participation.

For more information about the National Standards and PTA programs that promotesfzmity partnerships,

visit www.pta.org

Check your school calendar or purchase one for all your PTSA contact phone numbers and email addresses.
Or contact the front office of Dickerson for more contact information.

RRARRARRARRARRERRE
E-News Available to % Fall Fling 2009! ?

Dickerson Families
NEED TO KNOW

Save the date for an

afternoon of music,

munchies and fun!

8) " 544 ) " 1 15& Joingqur classmates in
AT DICKERSON? the cafeteria from
Want to keep up to & 4:30pm until 5:45pm.
date WEEKLY with  |dd

school, PTSA, and  |dd ath .
DMS community 6" Grade T October 14

news? 33 7" Grade i October 28
Sign up forweekly  |Jd
email updates with J: The cost of admission is $4 or FREE with

iy
7
&3
iy
&3
7
Dickerson Enews dd your PTSA Card! g
iy
47
&3
iy
&3

SUaaYy

Blasts! Get informa-
tion in a weekly email sent to your computer simply b J: Mark your calendars NOW and look for
y y P Py Dy more details on the Fall Fling

going towww.dickersonptsa.organd signing up today! J3 In the next issue of the TRIBUNE!

e
RRNNRNRNRNNNRNRNNNERIENN
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2008 DMS Spring Honor Roll

6th Grade Principal 0s

7th Grade Princiopg
Honor Roll Honor Roll
Cell A ksant Rachel Kubiak .
eline rpornsu san Divya Lagisett Dgrlen Aunapu
Ardgn Baila Jack Layman Mlygon Bag _
Daniel Belcher Logan Lysaght Udai Baisiwala
William Beverley lan McAulay Elise Barnes
Avery Bussjager Patrick McDonald ﬁlex d gazsett
Ashley Chang Michael McLoughlin Enm1f|m a B::dggz
Grace Chapin Navid Mikailizadeh y 109
: Ansley Bridges
Thanya Chat Carter Milford Tanner Britan
Baijiang Chen Shilpa Mookerji Allison Brodsky
Matthew  Coffin gtathﬁrmfa ll\\l/l_orey Christian Brown
Candace  Condon K eF: anie OI'; . Sara Kate  Brown
Jessica Cramer Anz en O'Br!en Andrew Cheng
Saran Daniel narew , ren Andrew Chitwood
) Andrew O'Brien 3 Cook
Heather Davis : ameson 00
David Park Erin Davenport
lan Dyer Nick Pollack | o
Crews Enochs } Maris Davidson
= Fosh Emmett Quinn Kelly Donoghue
yan osha Gaea Ridenhour  Ropert Dornbush
Elizabeth  Frickey Harrison Rubin Devon Dougherty
Ameer Ghaderi Skylar Ruff Ben Dratch
Maria Granros Peyton Ryan Stephanie  Dubrof
Rebecca  Greenhouse Madhav Sambhu James Farley
Anna Griffith Mei Sasaki Zachary Flagel
R.J. Hall Mikayla Scarborough Ryan Frazier
ot b Coman Seagraves mraxon ey
Tyler Heinrichs arie araner
By " Hell Manon Semrau Aaron Garfinkel
arre elimann Margo Shemaria  Austin Goyer
Sarah Hudadoff Ayoung Song Ashley Grooms
Seon Im Ben Tanous So-Yun Han
Griffin Ingraham Ryan Tennant Chloe Heavey
Rashika Jaipuriar J.R. Tinker Kalli Hicks
Kavian Jalili Austin Wang William Holt
Chris Jensen Lexie Wolff Sepeideh Jahangard
Abdallah  Kanawati Margaret Woodruff Thomas Kelley
Aly Kapper Yuke Yang . Ryan Kelly
Kirti Karanakaran Suzanne Zenon
. . Raymond Zhang
Lindsey Kirk .
. Victor Zhang
Tommy Kollias
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2008 DMS Spring Honor Roll

7t h Gr ade P 6th Gratdé Quchersons Glabrield gaﬂ%hez
. Alexandra chiffer
Honor Roll Continued  Honor Roll Isabella Simon
Sherri Khademi Jessie Arnold Collin Smith
Alysa Land Andrew Ashmore Suzanne Turry
Brooke Landon Sara Askari Christina Voss
Erica Langhorne Polina Bakhtina Jake Weiss
Katherine Larkin Sydney Bittinger Natalie West
. David Bostater Jacob Williams
Natalie Lawson . -
Michelle Malmberg Hunt Chapin Be_n_ W!Illngham
_ _ Tyler Chartash Olivia Winkler
Collin McAlpine Claire Chitwood Evan Bowen
Caroline McCracken  peyton Cohen Lee Haralabidis
Peyton Melcher Diana Colen Brian Lenhard
Amit Morar Sabina Deovic Tenequa Robinson
Ajit Morar Laura Dunaway Jennifer Ayash
Savannah Newsome Rachel Friday Wesley Bailey
Joon Park Zach Getty Amanda Carlson
Edward Park Anna Grady Wilson Kalie Grantham
Ramin Parsa Reese Guthrie Mary KatherinegKennedy
Madeline Paulk Truitt Helmendach Frank Mahce'
Aishwarya Rameshkumar Bren_ner Hess_ Amy I\/!argolm
. Jessica Hewing Jordan Titshaw
Samgel Rapowitz Devyn Hickox Claudia Wittich
Sabrina Russell Matthew  Hicks Mark Clare
Raman Shrestha Chris Holder Andrew Hendry
Michael Smith Ryan Holliday Jacob Hill
Haley Stancil Hannah Kemelmakher Aliya Kraar
Hailey Tant Mary Kilpatrick Jillian Radcliffe
Tori Walker Kendall Lake Luke Cleveland
Jane Watts Claire LangworthyGarland Isabella DePriest
Katherine Weinstein Samuel  Marks Imaan Mir
Olivia Whitmire Elizabeth Osman Belinda Zhang
Sharlene Zarrabi Sorposh Parsa
Christopher Perry
Matthew  Perry
Kristen Rary
Mackenzie Reynold
Awesome Masoud Rezvani
Job Luke Ronchetti
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2008 DMS Spring Honor Roll

. Ashley Helms Katherine Rile
7th Grade Dickerson Steven Hendry Lucy San}élers
Honor Roll Alex Hill Ansley Schoen
Jake Hornberger Brooke Seitter

Ryan Allcorn lvy Hsu Kush Shankar
Sahar Asady Taylor Hughes Jake Shapiro
Brendon Ashby Izese Izore Ashley Sharp
Hollace Bain Virginia Jackson Michael Sheahan
Erica Bauer Daniel Jacobs Matt Shiplett
Natalie Bauer Ethan Jen Meredith Singer
Julie Bea Alan Johnson Aimee Sinks
Katelyn Beauchamp Jordyn Jones Max Slavin
Madison Bittinger Laura Jordan Olivia Song
Kevin Blalock Darien Kilpatrick Jackson Spencer
Sarah Blanchard Emily Kirsche Nick Sposito
Matt Boler Donna Koshbou Sydney Squire
William Brock Jetta Koves Sujay Sreenivasan
Alex Buter Ryan Kwak Anna Taute
Elizabeth Butler Michelle Larva Alexis Taylor
Rebecca Carswell Stephen Lee Nitant Trivedi
Honey Chawla Ashton Lightfoot Adam Turry
Yeseul Cho Charlie Lu Ryan Uffner
Sara Coliano Michelle Lu Cara Vick
Chris Coney Morgan Maloof Liam Villante
Sarah Cover Megan Mathis Lindsey Vogel
Mark Dagher Tim Mattus Ashley VonderMeulen
Sarah Delong Victoria McBrayer Katherine ~ Wang
Jackson Donnell Alexandra  McCarthy John Wang
Akash Doshi Jennifer Mcllwain Sophia Watkins
Katie Dozier Gina McLoughlin Lawson Welborn
Emily Duke Rachel Middendorf Connor Welborn
Jad Elkhalil Joseph Milley Natalie Whitcomb
Alexandra  Ellingwood Krista Moase Samantha  Williams
Sam Faynzilberg Stephen Montague Leighshire  Williams
Matthew Flynn Ryan Padawer Emily Winokur
Megan Forlini Kush Patel Nick Wolcott
Anne Gaskins Jessica PeraltaSumoba  Scott Wolpert
Megan George Nicolas Perry Virginia Wyckoff
Leah Givarz Sean Piper Sarah Yang
Taylor Gregory Lauren Prunk Daniel Yu

Donia Hanaei Leigh Purinton Samuel Yund
Channing Hans Rachel Reid Christina Zhang
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Legislative Update

Sally FitzGerald of Georgiabs PTA keeps
the fiscal year budget for-K2 Education passed and signed as of May 25.

Watch this section for further updates.
Fiscal Year 2010, House Bill 119
Fund the current salary increase of 2.5% for July and August, $32.4 million
Eliminate the Academic Coach program, $1.4 million
Eliminate six science mentors at DOE, $781,000
Eliminate the Mentor Teacher component of the Academic Coach program, $200,000
Eliminate state funded teacher liability insurance, $300,000
Eliminate 20 vacant DOE positions & other savings from vacancies, $1.9 million
Charter School Commission ctiene start up fund eliminated, $120,000
Charter School implementation and facility grants, $745,000
School nurses, $29.1 million, reduced by 35A Supports school nurses.
Equalization grants to be funded for 12 mills, not 15 mills, a cut of $112.4 million
Graduation coaches funded for middle schools feeding high schools with graduation rates at
5% or lower. Current funding is for rates lower than 95%. Reduce funding by $6 million.
Graduation coaches, put under QBE formula for LBOE option, $49 million
Georgia Virtual Schools for HS courses, increased slots to 2000, + $1.1 million
Local 5 Mill Share increases for local districts, $6.7 million
National Board Certification stipends reduced by $6.2 million from $12.3 million
Teacher gift cards to be funded under QBE, $11.5 million. LBOE option to fund.
Fund enrollment growth of .23% and training and experience, $66.5 million
Special Needs vouchers increased $6 million for second year of cohort 1.
Severely Emotionally Disturbed program, cut $2 million
Nutrition leadership at DOE cut 3%, $1.2 million
Preschool handicapped program, reduced $729,000, based on enroliment
Pupil transportation cut $2.6 million, a 1.5% reduction
Dual enrollment funding increased, $1.4 million
Charter System Grants increased $1.8 million
Testing program at DOE cut $900,000
Total austerity cuts this year, $654,082,407
Less Federal Stimulus Funds, $413,145,926
NET austerity cut $240,936,48

Legislative Chair Maren Vick

A =880 _0_9_92_49_9_92_92_42_292_2_9_9Q0222-2-_0_9_°59_1°_-°

DMS Toy/Gift Drive for Powers Ferry Elementary

The annual Toy/Gift Drive will be in December and we are looking for volun-
teers to assist in all the preparations. If you are interested in joining us in this
very rewarding activity, please email Michele Brodsky

at allidavmar@yahoo.com. In the meantime, keep an eye out for markdowns
on "back to school" items. These make great gifts for the Powers Ferry kids!
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Dickerson Middle School FCA kicks off Thursday, September 10

Fellowship of Christian Athletes will start meeting weekly each Thursday
at 8:15 am in Room 8G.

. @
- @
@
Please join us for donuts, games and devotion. z
@
@
@

? Everyone is welcome!

@
@
@
@
@
@
@

@

EAST COBBER PARADE

Comeone,comeall ét o the East Cobber Parade on Saturday,
September 12™ at 10:00 in the morning. We are encouraging all

Dickerson Middle School parents and their students to come to the

parade and show their support by cheering for their school, their Principal,

Assistant Principals and Teacher of the Year. Wear your school shirts and

show your school spirit! Weobl|l be there, hope you wil/|

Walton Raiders Announce
Junior Raider Night

Come share

TH “ E The True Blue Walton Pride
on

Friday, September 18th!

- Al so, join us t h
home Football Games:
September 25th
; l “ October 23rd
October 30th

For more information go to
www.raidersfb.net
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